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	PARTICIPANT INFORMATION FOR QUT RESEARCH PROJECT
– Interview –

	
Community consultation and co-design of a peer worker and nurse partnership approach to care for people living and ageing with HIV 
QUT Ethics Approval Number: 7705
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Why is the study being conducted?
Around 38.4 million people are living with HIV worldwide. By the year 2027, the highest proportion of Australians living with HIV will be in the 55-59 age group. Nurses and peer workers provide care and support for people living with HIV. However, there is uncertainty surrounding how these roles can work together to ensure that people living with HIV can access the care and services they need in older age. This project aims to address this gap in two ways:
1. Identify ways that HIV peer workers and nurses can work together to help integrate services, reduce stigma and support older people living with HIV to navigate the health and aged care systems. 
2. Co-design a Peer worker-Nurse Partnership Model with consumers and stakeholders, including the workplace support structures needed to implement and evaluate the model.

This project builds on Dr Hollingdrake’s doctoral and post-doctoral research program, which identified the social complexity of HIV care and the vital, but siloed roles of nurses and HIV peer workers in promoting access to care. It builds on current literature that examines the strengths and barriers of peer worker and nurse collaboration in healthcare settings.

Why is the purpose of this project?
The purpose of this project is to co-design an integrated Peer worker-Nurse Partnership Model that assists with the delivery of care and support to older people living with HIV. To do this we will be conducting interviews with community members who are living with and aging with HIV and key stakeholders who provide care and support to older people living with HIV.

Who can be involved?
You are invited to participate in the interviews for this research project because you are either:
· a person living with HIV aged 45+ years
· a peer worker who is living with HIV and employed in formal peer support services/programs
· a nurse who provides care for people with living with HIV or works in an aged-care navigation role
· another healthcare professional, including physician, social worker, occupational therapist, or another professional who provides care for older people living with HIV 

[bookmark: _Hlk140589324]What does participation involve?
Your participation will involve an in-person interview approximately 30-60 minutes long. It can be in person at a location of your choice, via a web-based platform (E.g., Zoom, Teams) or over the phone.

Example questions include: 
1. Can you tell me about the role that nurses (or HIV peer workers) play in HIV care? What is your understanding of what they do or what they can offer?

2. The population of people living with HIV is getting older. What do you see as some of the challenges that older people living with HIV may be facing?

3. Can you tell me what you see as some of the strengths that older people living with HIV have that might help them deal with these challenges?

4. Thinking about these challenges and strengths, are there any areas that you think nurses or peers are better suited to working with? 
At the conclusion of the interview, you will be given an option to express interest in joining a co-design group. After all phase one interviews are completed, we will summarise findings and contact you with information and next steps for the co-design process. If you do express interest, you will be given time to think before joining the group. The co-design group will work together over a series of workshops, to develop a collaborative model of care for peer workers and nurses that can be piloted in a community setting. 

Your participation in this research project is entirely voluntary. If you do agree to participate you can withdraw from the research project without comment or penalty at any time during the interview or co-design process. On request, you will be able to review a transcript of your responses after the interview. Your decision to participate or not participate will in no way impact upon your current or future relationship with QUT or impact any care, support or work with QPP. If you withdraw within 2 weeks after your interview, on request any information already obtained that can be linked to you will be destroyed. 

What are the possible benefits for me if I take part?
It is expected that this research project will not benefit you directly. The outcomes of the research, however, aim to provide benefits to people living and aging with HIV through improved approaches to care delivery and support. You can request a brief summary of the outcomes of the study by ticking the box on the attached participant consent form and providing a contact email. The research team is offering $50 Visa gift card to people living with HIV who participate in the research as recognition of their expertise and time. Participants living with HIV who consent to join the co-design group will be offered a $100 Visa gift card for their attendance at each workshop. People in paid positions will be able to record their involvement in the study against work-related educational activities.



What are the possible risks for me if I take part?
A foreseeable risk is that some discussions may cover issues that could cause discomfort or distress. Should you at any time feel uncomfortable during or after the interview you are free to pause or withdraw your participation at any time.  If you do feel discomfort, please let the research team know and we can help direct you to appropriate support services. There are no other foreseen risks beyond the time commitments associated with your participation in this research project.

QUT provides for limited free psychology, family therapy or counselling services for research participants of QUT research projects who may experience discomfort or distress as a result of their participation in the research. Should you wish to access this service please call the Clinic Receptionist on 07 3138 0999 (Monday–Friday only 9am–5pm), QUT Psychology and Counselling Clinic, 44 Musk Avenue, Kelvin Grove, and indicate that you are a research participant. Alternatively, Lifeline provides access to online, phone or face-to-face support, call 13 11 14 for 24-hour telephone crisis support. If you are aged up to 25, you can also call the Kids Helpline on 1800 551 800.

What about privacy and confidentiality?
All comments and responses will be de-identified and participant codes used to identify data.
Any participant identifying codes will be stored separately to personal information (e.g. name, address), will only be accessible to the research team, and the code plus identifying information will be destroyed in line with QUT data storage policies.  

No identifiable information (such as names and locations) will be included in any reports or publications that result from this project. Any personal information that could potentially identify you will be removed or changed before files are shared with other researchers or results are made public.  Identifying information or details of specific events are not sought in any of the responses.  Given the generality of the responses captured in this research, it is unlikely to be relevant to or sought by any legal authority.

Any data collected as part of this research project will be stored securely as per QUT’s Management of research data policy.  Data will be stored for a minimum of 5 years and can be disclosed if it is to protect you or others from harm, if specifically required by law, or if a regulatory or monitoring body such as the ethics committee requests it.   

The research project involves an audio/video recording:
· You will have the opportunity to verify your comments and responses prior to final inclusion.
· The video recording will be deleted. The audio recording will be retained for the minimum retention period of 5 years after the last research activity. 
· The audio recording will not be used for any other purpose.
· Only the named researchers will have access to the audio recording.
· It is not possible to participate in the research project without being audio recorded.

Every effort will be made to ensure that the data you provide cannot be traced back to you in reports, publications and other forms of presentation. For example, we will only include the relevant part of a quote, we will not use any names, or names will be changed, and/or details such as dates and specific circumstances will be excluded. Nevertheless, while unlikely, it is possible that if you are quoted directly your identity may become known.

Employers will not know who takes part in this research because the QUT researchers will not pass this information on and identifiable information attributable to any one participant will only be seen by QUT research team members.

How do I give my consent to participate?
We would like to ask you to sign a written consent form (enclosed) to confirm your agreement to participate.

What if I have questions about the research project?
If you have any questions or require further information, please contact:

	Dr Olivia Hollingdrake
	olivia.hollingdrake@qut.edu.au   
	07 3138 9607



What if I have a concern or complaint regarding the conduct of the research project?
QUT is committed to research integrity and the ethical conduct of research projects.  If you wish to discuss the study with someone not directly involved, particularly in relation to matters concerning policies, information or complaints about the conduct of the study or your rights as a participant, you may contact the QUT Research Ethics Advisory Team on +61 7 3138 5123 or email humanethics@qut.edu.au.

Thank you for helping with this research project. Please keep this sheet for your information.
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